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Stationary Tank Identification 
Warning signs are vital for the safety of workers, 
visitors to the farm and emergency services. Hazchem 
signs must be legible from at least 
10m away under varying conditions 
(e.g., rain or poor light). You must 
have warning signs on your farm if 
you store over:  

2,000 litres of petrol 

1,000 litres of diesel 

Safety Data Sheets (SDS) 
These provide essential information about your 
hazardous substances. It is mandatory to have a 
current safety data sheet for each of the hazardous 
substances in your workplace. Please visit our website 
(www.fernenergy.co.nz) for copies of relevant safety 
data sheets. Alternatively, contact your Rural Sales 
Manager for support.  

Trailer Tanks 
The same separation distances apply to a Trailer Tank 
as to Stationary Fuel Tanks. Trailer tanks must also 
display Hazchem placards. 

For Farmers who tow trailer tanks containing 2000 
litres or less of diesel as tools-of-trade, for agricultural 
use, do not need to display a class placard on the front 
of your tow vehicle. 

Please also refer to the NZ Transport Agency for 
additional requirements in relation to towing fuel on 
the open road. 

Secondary Containment 
A physical barrier or container which holds fuel from 
tanks or containers that may leak. Secondary 
containment must be able to hold 110% of the fuel 
tank’s capacity, or the largest fuel tank’s capacity if you 
store more than one tank together. 
You need secondary containment if you have a tank of 
2,000 litres or greater capacity. 

Tank Placement 
Petrol and diesel give off vapor which is heavier than 
air and that can travel far from their source. Therefore, 
the isolation distance is extremely important for tanks, 
especially when they are being filled or fuel is being 
drawn off, see diagrams. 

For diesel in steel tank there is no separation distances 
specified to sources of ignition or hazardous areas.  

Further to the diagram it is important to ensure your 
tank has a minimum 3-metres clear zone of any trip 
hazards or other obstructions such as vehicles, as if the 
tanker is unable to access the tank, deliveries cannot 
be made. 

Although no specific distance is detailed, the tank 
placement must ensure that a spill cannot enter a 
waterway, i.e., the tank cannot be placed near a drain 
or where a fuel spill can run into a waterway.

 

Please find below a summary of some of the key requirements and responsibilities from 
Worksafe, Hazardous Substances & New Organisms (HSNO) Regulations 2017 and Fern Policies. 
These are in relation to on farm storage and fuel handling, which are focused on minimising the 
risk of damage to people, property, and the environment. 
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Required distances for diesel in plastic tanks Required distances for petrol storage areas 

Spills must not contaminate 
or come into contact with: 

Spills must not contaminate 
or come into contact with: 



 

 

Certification 
Depending on your properties fuel storage capacity 
and its usage you may be required to provide a 
Compliance Certificate and/or a Stationary Container 
System Compliance Certificates for some Petrol and 
Diesel tanks. 

Certification is also required for all underground tanks. 
Your Rural Sales Manager will be able to assist with this 
process if required. 

Pre-Delivery Site Assessment 
Prior to commencing deliveries with Fern, your Rural 
Sales Manager will complete a pre-delivery site 
assessment of your delivery area. This is to ensure that 
we can complete safe deliveries to you, without 
risking damage to people, property, or the 
environment. 

Working at Height 
The fill point for any above ground fuel tank is not to 
exceed the height of 3 metres from the ground. This is 
to minimise the risk of injury in the event of a fall when 
working off a fixed or portable ladder. 

Site Access 
For safety reasons, we ensure all sites have suitable all-
weather access for the fuel tanker, where we can 
remain in a forward position the entire time, with no 
overhanging obstructions, e.g., overhanging trees. 
Truck (and trailer) need to be able to completely pull 

off the road to open any gates. Culverts, bridges need 
to be suitably weighted for up to 48 tons. 

Modified Tanks 
Fuel tanks have been designed for a specific purpose, 
therefore any tank which has been modified cannot 
be filled i.e., an on-ground tank has been placed on a 
raised platform, an old boiler tank which has been 
converted into a petrol tank. 

Tank Condition 
All fuel tanks to which we deliver need to be in a 
good quality condition e.g., no bent or damaged 
legs, free of bubbling rust. 

Tripod Tanks 
The approval to manufacture tripod tanks was 
cancelled in 1996, with the intention that farmers 
could use them for the rest of its working life before 
they were removed from service, something which 
was expected to have happened by now, but is not 
the case. 

Tripod tanks do not comply with current design 
standards and are inherently unstable. There is a 
responsibility with the equipment owner to assess and 
remove risk from the workplace but also with fuel 
suppliers who may choose not to fill these tanks. 

Fern has implemented a policy of no longer filling 
unsafe, modified, or new customer’s Tripod Tanks. 
Your Rural Sales Manager can work with you on a 
replacement options.

Tank – Structure and Safety  
Your tank should meet the following requirements: 

  

Handrail near the ladder 

Tank well secured to 
support structure 

Ladder sound and secure, all 
rungs present, no rust 

Foot pads of sufficient size 

Tank painted and free 
from rust and damage 

Air vent, clear of obstructions Fill point clearly accessible from ladder 

Tank clearly labelled, identifying 
contents 

Isolation valve on tank 

Hose in good condition, no leaks 

Proper nozzle with trigger valve 
mechanism 

All bracing present and securely 
attached 

Legs and bracing straight and in 
good condition 

Minimum of 4 legs on the support 
structure 

Feet level and not buried 



 

 

Requirements for Fuel Storage on Farms 

The Hazardous Substances Regulations have certain requirements for both the person in charge and the 
supplier. The amount of fuel which ‘triggers’ the specific HSNO controls is set out in the tables below. 

 
Petrol Storage – Above Ground Tanks 
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>20 YES      YES YES1 2 0  

50 YES 1 YES   YES YES  2 0  

100 YES 1 YES YES YES YES YES  2 0 YES 

200 YES 2 YES YES YES YES YES  2 0 YES 

1,000 YES 2 YES YES YES YES YES  2 0 YES 

2,500 YES 2 YES YES YES YES YES YES 3 0 YES 

5,000+ YES 2 YES YES YES YES YES YES 4 2 YES 
1 If the above ground tank is connected to a stationary engine 
 

Diesel Storage – Above Ground Tanks 
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60 YES     YES1 0 
500 YES YES    YES2 0 
1,000 YES YES YES    1.5 
2,500 YES YES YES  YES  2 
5,000 YES YES YES  YES YES 3 
10,000 YES YES YES YES YES YES 3.25 
25,000 YES YES YES YES YES YES 4 
50,000 YES YES YES YES YES YES 5 
100,000+ YES YES YES YES YES YES 6 

1 If attached to burner  |  2 If attached to stationary engine 
 

Level 3, 10 Show Place, Addington, Christchurch 8024 
Freephone: 0800 99 99 89 

Email: sales@fernenergy.co.nz  
www.fernenergy.co.nz 

Regional representation across New Zealand  
 
Disclaimers: 
This document only indicates some of the important guidelines required for farm related fuel storage, the information for this 
document was obtained from Worksafe. The complete and full copies of the documents that relate to this legislation is available 
online. For the Best Practice Guidelines Fuel Storage on Farms visit https://www.worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-
industry/agriculture/chemicals-and-fuels-on-farms/above-ground-fuel-storage-on-farms 
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